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1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,    
2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her 
colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
 ‘See, your king comes to you, 
 gentle and riding on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and 
placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on.

Jesus Enters Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-7, NIV)

8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
 “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

The Crowds Praise Jesus (Matthew 21:8-9, NIV)

14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and asked, “What are 
you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 
16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

Judas Betrays Jesus for Money (Matthew 26:14-16, NIV)

4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around the waist. 5After 
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him.

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ and rightly so, 
for that is what I am.  14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very 
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Jesus Serves Disciples by Washing Their Feet (John 13:4-5 and 12-17, NIV)

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do 
you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. 
I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them and prepared the Passover.

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Jesus at the Last Supper with the Disciples (Matthew 26:17-19 and 26-28, NIV)



36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus.

Jesus Prays in the Garden (Matthew 26:36-39 and John 18:12, NIV)

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of 
Galilee,” she said.
70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.
71 Then he went out to the gateway, whether another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, 
“This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”
73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your 
accent gives you away.”
74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”
Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

Peter Denies that He is One of Christ’s Disciples (Matthew 26:69-75, NIV) 

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers 
around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of 
thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and 
mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on 
the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes 
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

Jesus is Beaten and a Crown of Thorns is Placed on His Head (Matthew 27:27-31, NIV) 

18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

Jesus is Nailed to the Cross or Crucified (John 19:18, NIV)

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 
and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, 
“Do not write ‘The Kings of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of 
them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
bottom.
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 
 
 “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.” 

So this is what the soldiers did.

King of the Jews (John 19:19-24, NIV)



32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.
39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!”
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.”
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Two Criminals are Crucified with Jesus (Luke 23:32 and 39-43, NIV)

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for 
the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud 
voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.”

The Death of Jesus (Luke 23:44-47, NIV)

31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the 
Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to 
have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of 
the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came 
to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the 
soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who 
saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies 
so that you may also believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not 
one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they 
have pierced.” 

Soldiers Pierce Jesus to Make Sure He is Dead (John 19:31-37, NIV)

57As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself 
become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be 
given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own 
new tomb that he had cut out of rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and 
went away.

Jesus is Buried in the Tomb (Matthew 27:57-60, NIV)

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb.
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped 
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.”

Jesus has Risen (Matthew 28:1-10, NIV)




	easter-story-cover
	easter-story-pg1
	easter-story-pg2
	easter-story-pg3
	easter-story-puzzle-images

